Eight-year-old Chris loves spending time
with Uncle Sol, the security guard. Uncle
Sol teaches him about the Evening Star and
the Milky Way, Orion and the Scorpion. On
Christmas Eve Chris wants to know which
star is the Star of Bethlehem. “I think it
became a shooting star and shattered into
millions of tiny pieces. Every little piece got
stuck somewhere in someone’s heart and
this helps us to love one another,” Uncle Sol
replies. When Chris wants to know if you
will be able to see an angel if you go to the
stars in an actual rocket, Uncle Sol just smiles.
But on Christmas morning he has a surprise
for Chris. It is a message from an angel …
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Granny has made little Dora a beautiful red
dress for Christmas. Dora is so excited that
she decides to try it on a day earlier, before
fetching water at the windmill and feeding
their tortoise. But the dress gets badly
damaged and Dora must quickly make a
plan, otherwise Granny will find out that
she has worn it on the sly.
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Sea Stories is a collection of stories from
around the world – from “Hans and the
hole” in Haarlem to the harvesters of
seabird nests Adhi and Sinta in the East.
But there are also many South African
stories about the Birkenhead Command,
“The Flying Dutchman”, the Alibama, Wol
raad Woltemade, the Hole-in-the-Wall at
esiKhaleni where the water people come
to fetch you, “The ghosts of Jutten Island”,
“Adamastor and the Cape of Storms” and
the shepherd from Macassar who found
Sheik Yusuf ’s grave amongst the dunes. Sea
Stories also contains adaptations of The Little
Mermaid, the tale of Princess Elisa and her
eleven swan brothers, and the farmer Koos
Malgas who stole his wife’s seal skin.
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More than a hundred years after the
book Peter and Wendy by J.M. Barrie was
published in England, Marié Heese’s sequel
Peter Pan and Laurie is published in South
Africa, appearing simultaneously in English
and Afrikaans, with charming illustrations
by Marjorie van Heerden. In this tale, Heese
keeps reasonably close to the atmosphere
and narrative style of the original work.
Of course Peter is just as he has always
been, adventurous and free, but the girl
he brings to the Neverland with him this
time is rather different from the motherly
Wendy. His new fairy companion is Jingle
Belle. There are other Lost Boys and other
enemies to withstand. And there are
dinosaurs on the island …
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A series of animal stories compiled by G.R
von Wielligh in 1917. Von Wielligh heard
the stories from Khoi-Khoi narrators.
These stories are some of the oldest animal
stories in Africa. Each book is a compilation
of stories about a variety of interesting
animal characters. We’re told about the
battle between the crawling and the flying
animals, and whom the birds, insects and
animals chose as their king. Jackal and
Wolf have many adventures – and soon it’s
evident that Wolf learns nothing from the
mishaps that befall him, and that experience
leaves him none the wiser!
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Kootjie Totjie is a piglet that lives happily
on a farm – until Gert Wolf decides one day
it’s unfair that only farmers are allowed to
keep pigs for slaughtering and summarily
abducts Kootjie. Trapped in the woods,
little Kootjie misses his mom terribly, but a
mother dove takes pity on him and comes
up with a plan to save Kootjie from the
butcher’s knife – and what a masterly plan
it is! The humour and lively descriptions
are typical of the singular charm of
Langenhoven’s stories.
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After attending an exhibition of the work
of his late friend Viktor Hartmann in 1874,
Mussorgsky composed a piano work which
in 1922 was orchestrated by Ravel and then
became world renowned. With his rhymes
Philip de Vos has modernised this piece
by making it accessible to modern readers,
whilst still maintaining the feeling of this
classic masterpiece. The witty and smart
Pictures at an Exhibition follows the visitor as
he moves from one painting to the next.
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In 1838, Robert Schumann composed a
13 piece piano work which he entitled
Kinderszenen (Scenes from Childhood).
He later added individual titles for each
movement, after his wife Clara commented
that he sometimes seemed like a child
himself. These 13 pieces depict the daily life
and experiences of a child, as well as his
relationship with his parents and with his
own world – as seen from a nostalgic adult’s
perspective. Philip de Vos was inspired by
both Schumann’s music and titles to write
verses of his own.
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Kleuterland is a beautiful Afrikaans book
with 40 stories for children written by
Helena J.F. Lochner. Originally, Kleuterland
was part of a series of six books: Diereland,
Storieland, Kammaland, Kinderland and
Avontuurland. It includes easy-to-read
stories for primary school children that
can also be read aloud to toddlers. Protea
is republishing this book to once again
introduce these wonderful stories to a new
generation of children. The stories start off
with a few tales having words no longer
than three characters, followed by tales with
words no longer than four characters, etc.
Gradually, the words become more difficult
and longer.
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Christian Andersen of Afrikaans literature”.
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This is a book that a grandparent
can complete, fill in and give
to his or her grandchild(ren).
Essentially, the book is a record of
the events that took place in the
grandparent’s life. The questions
in the book that the grandparent
must answer, give a picture of the
personality, characteristics and life
of the grandparent. There is ample
space to personalise the book with
photographs, recipes and even the
grandparent’s signature to make
the book a precious keepsake and
memento.
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Poems for toddlers written by the late J.F. Spies,
father of the acclaimed South African poet Lina
Spies. Spies’ loving immersion in the world of
children demonstrates his sensitivity towards the
balance between seriousness, a respect for that
which children hold dear, and humour.
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The Bushmen are the only
custodians of a priceless trea
sure: a culture rooted directly
in the hunter-gatherer ancestry
of all mankind. The writings,
the personal art creations of
Coral Fourie and the brother
hood she shared with the
Bushmen aim at keeping the
flame of a threatened people
alive.
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Come listen to this charming collection of
Zulu-folktales – story treasures that range from
the comical and mischievous to the spooky
and mystical – as they were told to the author
by a range of Zulu speakers. These tales are
quintessentially African and compulsory
reading for everyone who loves this marvelous
continent! King Goodwill Zwelithini Zulu
endorses this text in a special foreword.
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